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Part A – Overview of the project

1 Student Anna Robinette
MA Graphic Design
GDE750– Final Project

2 Title of the project Stowe Framework

3 Briefly summarise the 
project’s aims, objectives and 
methodology

This project forms the basis of a social-based business 
framework that can be used with different communities 
to create their own typeface and safeguard their visual 
history. Research, such as area surveys and searching 
archives, will be conducted mostly by the student and 
small research parts will be conducted by participants.

Part B – Does the project require research ethics approval? 

4 Does your research involve 
participants of any type, i.e.. 
humans or animals, directly 
or indirectly? Review the 
questions in Part C as a guide.

The research involves adult participants and participants 
aged 5–18 years. There will be direct contact with adult 
participants via electronic communication (email, 
Zoom, phone call) in line with Covid-19 restrictions. For 
workshop testing involving children, the contact will be 
indirect via their caregiver at this time. The larger Stowe 
Framework will involve direct contact with children, 
however for this project, this is not necessary and will be 
avoided to meet Covid-19 restrictions.

Part C – Details of the research 

5 Give a brief reflection/
overview of the ethics issues 
in this project.

Participants will be divided into three categories, 
and they will have different levels of tasks, personal 
information and risks associated. They will be asked 
to undertake a walking and photography task in the 
community independently (or accompanied by caregiver/
teacher if under 18 years).

CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE



GDE750
ETHICAL REVIEW

PAGE 2
ANNA ROBINETTE

6 Who will the participants 
be? Identify specifically 
any vulnerable groups or 
individuals and address any 
special measures you intent to 
take to accommodate them.

Participants will be divided into three categories, 
and they will have different levels of tasks, personal 
information and risks associated.

CONTRIBUTORS (UP TO 10)
Contributors will be local type practitioners who have 
been asked to contribute to the project and will likely be 
non-vulnerable adults.

ADULT PARTICIPANTS (UP TO 20)
Participants aged 18 years + will be volunteers from 
the community of Walthamstow and do not engage in 
professional design activity. Vulnerable adults will not be 
targeted, although they may be involved, and tasks will 
be changed on case-by-case.

CHILD PARTICIPANTS (UP TO 10)
Children will be recruited through their caregivers/ 
teachers and contact will be indirect. Tasks will be 
appropriate for the age and will be undertaken with their 
caregivers/teachers. 

7 How will participants be 
recruited and how many will 
be involved?

CONTRIBUTORS (UP TO 10)
Contributors will be local type practitioners who have 
been asked to contribute to the project.

ADULT PARTICIPANTS (UP TO 20)
Participants aged 18 years + will be volunteers from 
the community of Walthamstow and do not engage in 
professional design activity. 

CHILD PARTICIPANTS (UP TO 10)
Children will be recruited through their caregivers/ 
teachers and contact will be indirect. 
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8 What will participants be 
asked to do?

CONTRIBUTORS (UP TO 10)
Contributors will be asked to select their favourite pieces 
of typography in the area and explain why they like 
them, and take a photo. These contributions will form 
part of the final outcome of this project.

ADULT PARTICIPANTS (UP TO 20)
Participants will be asked to walk a route of up to a mile 
in Walthamstow and take photos of typography (Area 
Survey). These contributions will form part of the final 
outcome of this project.

CHILD PARTICIPANTS (UP TO 10)
Tasks for children are being devised at the moment, and 
with the help of an arts facilitator.

9 What potential risks to the 
interests of participants do 
you foresee and what steps 
will you take to minimise 
those risks? A participant’s 
interests include their 
physical and psychological 
well-being, their commercial 
interests; and their rights of 
privacy and reputation.

CONTRIBUTORS & ALL PARTICIPANTS
Contributors and Participants conducting an Area Survey 
will have to follow Covid-19 restrictions, local road and 
pedestrian laws and land use laws (no trespassing).

They will be given guidance on these rules, and as 
the research has the potential to be conducted outside 
in the dark, to wear suitable clothing so they are visible. 
Participants will be asked to stay safe, tell their support 
bubble where they are going and act in a safe and 
respectful manner.

The tasks will be short and well-described so that 
they do not take up too much time and will be made 
as accessible as possible for people with low vision 
or dyslexia. I will not be able to accommodate other 
languages at this time.

CONTRIBUTORS
The contributors will be asked to publish their name and 
practice, which carries risk to their commercial interest. 
They will be fully aware of this. 

They will have the option to contribute under the 
Adult Participant terms if they so wish.

CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE

ETHICAL 
REVIEW



GDE750
ETHICAL REVIEW

PAGE 4
ANNA ROBINETTE

10 Will you be obtaining personal 
information from any of the 
participants? e.g. name, 
personal opinions, address, 
recorded images or audio, 
date of birth, notes and 
observations.

 YES   NO

If you answer ‘Yes’, please give details. In your response, 
please consider: How will you store and use this 
information during the course of your research? What parts 
of this information will need to be confidential and how? 
Will you exhibit or publish the information? Will you retain 
information after the research is concluded? If information 
is to be destroyed, explain why this is appropriate.

CONTRIBUTORS (UP TO 10)
Contributors will be asked to provide their names, 
personal opinion, photos copyrighted to them, and 
a photo of themselves. I would like this information to 
form part of the final outcome for the project.

ADULT PARTICIPANTS (UP TO 20)
Contributors will be asked to provide their names, photos 
copyrighted to them, and a map of the route they walked. 
I would like the photos to form part of the final outcome, 
anonymously, with their names printed in thanks. They 
will be able to contribute anonymously if they so choose. 
I would like to collect ethnicity and age to ensure that 
participants reflect the community.

CHILD PARTICIPANTS (UP TO 10)
Children, with their caregivers permission, will provide 
their name and age. The information will be shared (as 
an example: Anniq, 7) as part of the final outcome with 
express permission from their caregiver. They will be 
able to contribute anonymously if they so choose. I would 
like to collect age and ethnicity separately to ensure that 
participants reflect the community.

11 What potential risks do you 
foresee and what steps will 
you take to minimise those 
risks? e.g.. does your research 
raise issues for your personal 
safety, especially if taking 
place outside working hours 
or off University premises?

CONTRIBUTORS & ALL PARTICIPANTS
Contributors and Participants conducting an Area Survey 
will have to follow Covid-19 restrictions, local road and 
pedestrian laws and land use laws (no trespassing).

They will be given guidance on these rules, and as 
the research has the potential to be conducted outside 
in the dark, to wear suitable clothing so they are visible. 
Participants will be asked to stay safe, tell their support 
bubble where they are going and act in a safe and 
respectful manner.
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12 What potential risks to the 
environment do you foresee 
and what steps will you take 
to minimise those risks, e.g. 
does your research involve 
plants or soil?

Participants will be using phones, paper and pens, 
not any toxic materials. They will be instructed not 
to disturb the landscape or leave any litter or soiling 
through the project.

13 Will payments or in-kind 
contributions be made to 
participants?

 YES   NO

If YES, please state amount and whether payment is for 
out-of-pocket expenses, or a fee

14 Will any restrictions be placed 
on the publication of results?

 YES   NO

If YES, please state the nature of the restrictions, (e.g.. 
details of any confidentiality agreement)

15a Declaration of student if 
activity is out of scope

I confirm that the form is accurate and complete to the 
best of my knowledge and belief and it does not fall under 
the scope of the Research Integrity and Ethics Policy for 
Taught Courses. 

Signature: 

Date:
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15b Declaration of if activity is  
in scope.

I confirm my responsibility to conduct my research 
project in accordance with the University’s Research 
Integrity and Ethics Policy for Taught Courses. In  
signing this form, I am also confirming that:
a) The form is accurate and complete to the best of  

my knowledge and belief.
b) I undertake to conduct the project as set out in 

the application unless deviation is agreed by the 
University and to comply with any conditions.

c) I agree to keep all ethics issues in the project under 
review and to re-submit a new application for ethics 
approval should any new issue arise or significant 
change occur.

d) I understand and accept that the ethical propriety  
of this project may be monitored by the University.

e) I have included the following documents:

 � An information sheet (compulsory)
 � A consent form (compulsory)
 � Copy of the full proposal/application (compulsory)
 � Other relevant information

Signature: 

Date:

16 Approval for low risk project 
from Module Tutor:

I have reviewed the project with the student and confirm 
it does not fall under the scope of the Research Integrity 
and Ethics Policy for Taught Courses. 

Name: 

Signature: 

Date:
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17a Approval for medium 
risk project from Course/
Department taught course 
research lead:

I have reviewed the medium risk project with the student 
and give approval for them to undertake the research. 

Name: 

Signature: 

Date:

17b Approval for high risk project 
from Course/Department 
taught course research lead:

I have reviewed the high risk project with the student 
and give support for them to submit the proposal to the 
Research Integrity and Ethics Committee. 

Name: 

Signature: 

Date:

18 RIEC use only

END OF FORM
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